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i_n 

I s A. LVIII. 3. 

Wherefore haVe We Fa/iedj fay they, and 
Thou feefi not ? Wherefore haVe We 
JffiiSied our Souly and Thou takefi no 
IQiowkdge ? 

THESE Words, which were before read 
unto Us in the Firft Leflbn of this Mor- 
ning's Service, contain in them an Ob- 
jeftion brought by Ungodly and Profane Men 
againft the Duty of Fiifting : A Duty, to which 
All are Indefinitely oblig'd at Some Times and 
upon Some Occafions by the Exprefs Command 
of God j and to which We at This time are e- 
fpecially determin'd by that Authority, which, 
next under God's, is moft Sacred and Obligato- 
ry. But in vain is this Duty enjoyn'd by the 
Laws of God and Man, whilft there lurk in 
Mens Hearts any falfe Perfwafions of its Iniigni^ 
ficancy and Unprofitablenefs : In order theretbre 
to remove Such Prejudices, I fhall endeavour to 
give a Satisfaftory Anfwer to the Objeftors a- 
gainft Fafth:!g, that having evinc'd the Ufefulnefs 
of this Duty in General, I may with the greater 
Force prels the Religious Oblervance of This 
Day's Solemn Faft, for thofe Godly Purpoles for 
which it is appointed ; and more efpecially for 
imploring the Divine BlelEng on the prelem Ne- 
• gotiations for Peace. 

The Unprqfitablenefi of Fafting, if it could 
be as Strongly prov'd, as it is Boldly allerted, 
would be too Weighty an Objection to admit of a 
Clear Anfwer. For it may feem unreafonable, 
that Me^ Ihould aj^i3 their Souls to no purpofe ; 
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and it is repugnant to the Goodneft of the Di- 
vine Being to eiaft that of Us as a Duty, which 
is both Vcniity and Vexation of Sfirit. Now that 
Falling is Unprofitable, the Objeaors thus pre- 
tend to prove; The Bleflings, which We by our 
Fafts would procure, are not Granted ; the Judg- 
ments which We would deprecate, are not Re- 
move ; Or to fpeak more particularly in refe- 
rence to our prefent Circumftances, that Happy 
and Secure Peace, which We have fo often failed 
and prayed for, is not Obtained ; that Tedious 
and Expenfive War, under which We have fo 
long Groaned, is not yet Ended; and tiierefore it 
is in vain for Us to fall any longer. Ko\y in this 
Objeflion there are Several things fiippofed, of 
which if Any One fail, the Argument againlt 
Falling is not Conclufive ; and if All fhould up- 
on examination be found Falle, it mull then ap- 
pear very Frivolous. 

For to make this a good Argument againft Fall- 
ing, it mull be fuppofed, 

ijl. That becaufe God hath not Yet regarded 
our Fafts, therefore He will not. 

2dly. That becaufe God doth not regard Some 
Kinds of Falls, therefore He regardeth None. 

^dly. That becaufe God doth not grant the Par- 
ticular Requefts of Such as Fall, therefore He 
doth not regard their Falling. 

All thele things mull be fuppos'd True to make 
this a good Obje£lion againfl: Falling ; but the 
contrary of Each is True, and thererbre it is a 
very Bad One. For, 

i/. Thofe FaHs which God hath difregardei 
Hitherto, He may regard for the Time to come ; 
fo that it is no Argument againft Fafting, that 
Go-i hath not Yet regarded cur Falls. 2% 



^reached at St. James'x Chapel. 



zdly. Though God difregards fome Sorts of 
Fafts, He may regard Other Sorts 5 fo that his 
Difregard of One Kind is no Plea for our Ne- 
glefi of Fafts of Another Kind. 

gify. Though God doth not grant the Particu- 
lar Requefts of fuch as Faft, He may yet regard 
their Fafts j fo that the Denial of the Bleflings 
which We ask is no Argument for our Neglefl: 
of Fafting. 

Thete Propolitions I fhall endeavour to make 
good ; and fhall, as I go along, apply w^hat Ihall 
be faid upon each Head to the Occafion of this 
Day's Solemn Humiliation. 

ly?. Then it is to be prov'd. That 

Thofe Fafts which God hath difregarded Hi- 
therto, He may regard for the Time to come ; ib 
that it is no Argument againft Fafting, that God 
hath not Yet regarded our Fafts. 

God hath promifed that thofe who foip in Tears 
(hall reap in Joy; but this gives Us no realbn to 
expe£l, that the Seed fown fliall immediately 
ipring forth into Fruit, but We muft be content 
to wait for the time of Harveft. Were Fafting 
of that Intrinfick Value in ' it lelf, that it did 
for its Own Sake merit God's Favour, We might 
then upon our paying down the Price, of right 
challenge the benefit of the Purchafe j Or had 
God any where promis'd that upon bur perfor- 
mance ot this Duty, He would immediately pour 
down his Bleflings upon us, then our Fafts would 
have, though not in themfelves. Yet by Virtue 
of fuch Fromife, a right to his Immediate Re- 
gard: But fmce a prelent BlelTmg upon our Fafts 
is neither Originally due from God's Juftice, nor 
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becomes due to Us from his Veracity, the Delay 
of his Mercies can be no Argument of a perem- 
ptory Denial ; and though our firft Attempt up- 
on Heaven prove Succefslefi, We have no reafbn 
prefently to DeQiond. 

The main End of our Fafting is to give an 
Edge to our Devotions, to qualifie Us for the 
Betrer performance of them, and to render them 
more Acceptable to God: As long therefore as 
Supplications and Prayers continue to be a Duty, 
fo long will it be of IJfe to add Fafting to our 
moft Solemn Prayers ; and as God's not Anfwer- 
ing oin: Requefts Inftantly is no juft ground for 
our Fainting in Prayers, fo neither will it be a 
good reafon for our leaving off to Faft. Now 
although Chrift hath forbid Us to ufe Vain Re- 
petitions, when We pray. Yet He hath taught 
Us, that to reitefate the Same Requefts will not 
be in Vain ; and though We may not hope to be 
heard for our Much Speaking, yet We are af- 
fured, that We fhall be heand for our Frequent 
Asking. 

The relenting of the Unjuft Judge Hands re- 
corded in Scripture as a plain Inttance of the Ir- 
refiftibleforce of Importunity; and notwith'ftand-' 
ing it were Blafphemy to think that God Adtd 
upon the Same Motives as an Unjuft Judge, Yet 
our Saviour hath taught Us to conclude, that 
our Ferfeverance in Prayer fhall with refpcft to 
God have the Same Effedt. It muft be Acknow- 
ledg'd, that the Reafons, why Importunity pre- 
vails with Men, do not hold, when they are 
applied to God. Men may not attend to our 
Firft AddrefTes, or may not be able immediately 
to anfwer them : They may make themfelves 
Sport with our Wants, and therefore be flow to 
fupply them : They may defer their Favours out 
of a Vain Oftcntation of Power, and Value them-" 
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Pr^cb'd at St. JamesV Chapel. 



felves upon the Pependancq of their SuppUcants j 
What they do not grant at Pirft out of the gene- 
rofity of their Nature, they may grant at Laft 
out of mere Impatience ; They may not be able 
to bear the troublefome Clamours of an In^por- 
tunate Suitor, and may comply with his De:ftes> 
not out of the Benignity of their Mind, but pure- 
ly for love of Eafe.- But God is not Deaf to ouj: 
nrft Requefts, tW We ftiQuid be forc'd to Rei^ew 
theni i nor Limited in his Power, that He ftiould 
not be able immediately tQ anfwer them : He 
takes no plea^fute in the Mifery of his Creatures, 
that He fhould defer their Relief; nor do our 
Acknowledgnients add any thing to Him, that 
He Ihould Glory in our Dependance : He is not 
a Fond Being, whofe Bowels are to be melted 
by compaflionate Complaints, nor a Frail Being, 
that He ihould be tir'd intp Compliance by mere 
force of Affiduous anf Importunate Applicati- 
on. Why then, may Objedtors fay, Should our 
Repeated Fafts and Prayers be more prevalent 
with God, than our Former ? What Realbns. can 
be affign'd, why God whofe Wifdom, Power, 
and Goodnels, are always the Same, fhould not 
always be Equally ready to grant the Same Re- 
quefts ? Now;, although it is fafficient for Us 
Chriftians to be taught by Chrifl that Importuni- 
ty in Prayer is prevalent with God, wijiout 
troubling our felves to enquire into the Caufes of 
its Prevalence, Yet if We do with Holy Reve- 
rence fearch into the Reafbns of God's thus deal- 
ing with Men, it is not very difficult to affign, 
if ^ not the True, yet very Juft grounds for this 
PjTocedure, For although the Frequency of Pray- 
ei: and Fafting may be of no Efficacy to difpofe 
God to be more gracious. Yet it may be of great 
Ufe to difpofe Us to be more proper Objefts of 
his Grace; though it can make no change in 

God, 
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God, fo that He fhould become more propitiou^. 
Yet may it work that change in Us, which is 
Neceflkry to render Us more worthy of his Mett 
cies. For our Supplications and Fafts have in 
themlelves no Immediate EfFedl upon God, by 
working any Impreflion upon Him that is Im- 
mutable ; and therefore can have no greater Ef- 
ficacy by being Often repeated ; but they are up- 
on this account effettual becaufe they create in 
Us thole Heavenly Dilpofitions of Mind, which 
are requifite to prepare Us for God's Blellings j 
and confequently the more Frequent they are, the 
more they may work in Us that Devout andSJubV 
millive temper of Soul ; and for that reafon be 
the more Effectual. Since therefore there are 
good Reafons, why God out orf Mercy fhould 
for feme time difcover no Regard to thofe Fafts, 
which He will be fure out of the Same Mercy at 
laft to Accept, God's difregard of our Former 
Fafts, if it mould be allow^ to be true, will be 
no good Argument, why We ftiould leave off to 
Faft. 

And this is a fufficient Encouragement to Us 
to be Earneft and Vehement, Zealous and Fer- 
vent, Importunate and Unwearied in our Sup- 
plications to God at this time for the Ineftimable 
Bleffing of an Honourable, Secure, and Lafting 
Peace. This is a Blefling worth our Frequent Ask- 
ing, our Diligent Seekmg, our long Waiting for 
at the Throne of Grace. This Bleliing the Divine 
Providence hath now for many Years with-held 
from Us, that, by our Experience of the want of 
it. We might have a jufter Senfe of its true Va- 
lue, than We are wont to have of the greateft and 
choiceft Gifts of God, whilft We enjoy them 
without the leaft Difturbance and Interruption. 
The longer we Wait for a Deliverance, the lar- 
ger Field We have to exercife our Patience in -, 
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the more preffing Our Affliftions are, the more 
fervent our Prayers for a Releafe from them are 
wont to, be ; the Delay of our Hopes teaches Us 
to mortify our Deiires, and to fubmit our Wills 
to the Good-Pleafure of God ; to be Secure of 
thofe Bieffings which have been often askt, and 
are ftill kept back from Us, to build on Promills 
againft Experience, are lignal Teftimonies of an 
intire Confidence, and Unlhaken Truft in the Di- 
vine Goodnefs. Thefe are the Graces, which 
God's Holy Spirit worketh in his Servants, when 
He delays the grant of thofe Bieffings, which are 
referv'd, in ftore for them 5 and Thofe who make 
this Ufe of his deferring fo ineftimable Blelfing 
as that of a Secure Peace, have no reafbn to com- 
plain, beaufe they will receive it at laft with an 
ample Accumulation of Intereft. After We have 
lon^ groan'd under the heavy Weight of an Ex- 
pend ve War, after We have iufficiently finarted 
Under the Rod of God's fore Judgments, We fhall 
be more fenfibly ftruck with a ludden breaking 
forth of Mercy, and Ihall fet an Higher Price up- 
on that Blefling, which We have for Many Years, 
as it were, wreftled for with God by Frequent 
Faftings Repeated Acts of Humiliation, and an 
Unwearied courfe of Self-denial. 

God hath in the Courfe of this War wrought for 
Us Many and Wouderfid Succefles ; Our Feltivals 
have kept alraoft an equal Pace with our Falls, 
and We have fcarce oftner Pray'd, than We have 
Thankt God for Victory. But our Joy upon thefe 
Oecafions hath been imbitter'd with Sorrow, 
whilft our Conquefts have been bought at the 
Expence of much Blond, and the Tears of Wi- 
dows and Orphans have mingled with our Tri- 
umphant Acclamations. Succefs in War can no 
Other-ways be efteem'd a Bleffing by g(5Qd Chri- 
ftians, than as either in tlie Ordinary Courfe of 

B things 



S The Dean of Carlifle'/ Sermon^ 

things it hath a Natural Tendency to procure 
Peace, or as being lent from God in Anfwer to 
the devout Supplications of his Servants, it may 
by them be lookt upon as a Pledge and Earn'jft of 
that Quiet and Tranquility whfch are the princi- 
\)d\ Objedt of their moft Paflionate Wilhes, and 
inoft tarneft Prayers. The Mercies therefore 
which We have Intherto receiv'd are not fo Va- 
luable in Themfclves, as for the Hopes We may 
thence entertain of ftill greater Mercies in Keferve, 
and for the Encouragement they give Us to ad- 
drefs our felves to God in the words of the Pro- 
phet. Lord^ thou wilt ordain Peace for Us : for thou 
alfo haji wrought all our Worh among Us. 

When V.'e confider the Many and Grievous Ca- 
lamities, with which Wars, even when moft Pro- 
fperous and Succefsful, are unavoidably attended 
We muft be ftript of all Humanity, if We are 
not touch'd with a Companionate Senfe of fuch 
alfeaing Mileries^ if We do nor all that is in 
our power to remove them ; if We do not ear- 
neftly invoke the Goodnefs and Power of an All 
Merciful and Almighty God to give Us an Hap- 
py and Speedy Deliverance from them. What 
anxious Sentiments had ' the Prophet Jeremy of 
the Terrours of War, vphen foreleeing by t>ivine 
Revelation the Approaches of it, He broke out 
anto fuch jiathetick Lxprellions, as Shew that the 
^'t;^y Vifion thereof at a Dillance was to his Peace- 
able and Righteous Soul an Infupportable Tor- 
Jer.4. I p. nient? Jly Bowels, viy Bowels^ I am paired at my 
very Heart ; my Heart maleth a Noife in Me, I can- 
not hold my leace, becajfe thou hajl heard, my 
Soul, the Snuvd of the Trumpet, the Alarm of War. 
How hvgJIuU I fee the Standard, and hear the 
Sound of the Trumpet ? Rut the Mifchiefs of a Blou- 
dy and Deftruclive War Will fill the Hearts of all 
true Chnftians with itill greater Concern and Dif- 
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quietude, when they look upon them in Another 
and more Frightful View, and with Horror and 
Grief refleQ: on thofe Manifold and Enormous 
Sins, which though in Thought and Speculation 
they may be feparable from War, Yet in Reality 
and ?aB. do leldom fail to attend itj ih that 
they mult be void of all Zeal for God's Honour, 
of all Love to the Souls of Men, of all Bowels 
and Chriftian Compallion, if they do not with 
Cries and Tears, with Supplications and Prayers, 
with Fallings and Humiliations, with all the Me- 
thods of appealing God's Wrath, and imploring 
his Mercy, intercede with Him, who breaketh the 
Arrows of the Bow, the Shield, avd the Sword, Mid, 
the Battle, that He would put a Check to the Fu- 
ry of War, that a Stop may withall be put to 
thofe Sins which are of its Train, in their Num- 
ber Various, in their Kind Flagrant, and in 
thqir IlTue, God Knows, too often l/nrepented of. 
All who have this Senfe of War, ( and all muft 
have this Senfe of it, who confider it as Chrifti- 
ans ) will be Earneli Supplicants at the Throne 
of Grace, and will beg the Blefled Jefus, the 
Prince of Peace, to give an Energy to their Im- 
perfe£l Prayers by his moft powerful Interceflion, 
that Peace may be reftor'd upon Earth, and Good 
Will towards Men, and that God's gracious Promi- 
fes may at laft be verified to his Church; that 
Chrifiians may beat their Swords into FlowSharfis^ 
and their Spears into Pruning-hooks ; that JVation 
may not lift up Sword againji Nation, neithei- 7nay 
they learn War any mors. 

But leaft our prefent Fall: fhould be as Unfiic- 
cefsful to this End as our former, it will be pro- 
per to proceed to the Confideration of our 2d. 
Head, viz. That 
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Though God difregards Some Sorts of Falls, 
He may regard Other Sorts, fo that his difregard 
of One Kind is no Plea for our Negle£t of Fafts 
of Another and a Better Kind. 

Fafling is not Abfolutely, and in its Own Na- 
ture good, but Relatively, and as it mlnifters to 
Other Virtues; It is not properly an Ellential 

Sarc of Religion, but rather an Auxiliary and In- 
rumental Duty ; it derives all its Goodnefs from 
the End to which it ferves, and is no Otherways 
plealing to God, or a Mean of obtaining his Blef- 
Ungs, than as it flows from a Principle of Piety, 
and Minifiiers to the Purpofes pf Religion. When 
our Fafting ferves to mortifie the Fleih, and to 
fubdue the Lufl thereof; u .n it exprefles our 
deep Sorrow for our pafi Sins, and our lively 
fenleof God's Impending Wrath ; when it difpo- 
les the Soul for more Spiritual Acts of Devotion, 
and difpels thofe Miffs, which hinder our pro- 
fpeft into things above ; when We abflain on ftich 
folemn Occafions from things Lawful, out of In- 
dignation that We have often gratified oar felves 
in things Unlawful, and Ufe Fafting as an Aft 
of Reverence for our former Exceflfes and Luxu- 
ries : When We Fail: not to pleafe Men, lior to 
promote any mean worldly Intereft, but purely 
to honour God, and to procure his Favour, We 
may hope that fuch A£ts of Mortification and 
Self-denLil, will be acceptable in God's fight, that 
fiidi Fafts will be favourably regarded. 

But neither will a good End alone fanftifie our 
Fafls, unlefs the Manner of onr Performance doth 
anfvver the Purity of our Intentions. There are 
feyeral Other Chriftian Graces, which muft at- 
tend our Fads, that they may be wellplealing 
to God, and there is no One foul Sin that muft 
he found in their Retinue, leaft they be polluted 
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thereby^ and" become Abominable. The End of 
our Fafts is, as hath been faid, to pleafe God, 
and to render Him propitious ; and that He may 
be pleas'd with them, and reconcil'd to Us by 
them, they Ought to be fucli,as He himfelf hath 
chofen. For there are Fafts, Vhich God owns to 
be of his Own choice ; and there are others, the 
choice of which He utterly dilclaims : Tbofe, 
which He himfelf hath chofen, have a fair Title 
to his Favour; thole, which We obtrude upon 
Him have no pretence to his Acceptance. Nor 
can We be at a lols how to diftinguifti thefe ; for 
God Himfelf hath in this Chapter given Us the 
Marks of Each; their Characters, which You 
have heard in this Mornings Leflbn, are very 
plainly defcrib'd^;;Sind very diftinft from Each O- 
ther : For though both may have the iame Out- 
ward appearance, though both may agree in 
making the Voice to be heard on high, in bow 
ing down the Head, and in the Exterior Drefles of 
Sack-cloth and Afhes, Yet they are eafily diftern'd 
by the different Qualities and Difpofitions, which 
do feverally attend them. Strife and Debate, 
Volnptuoufiiefs and ExaSion, Difcord and Op- 
preffion are to be found with the One ; Repen- 
tance and Mercy, Juflice and Equity, Brotherly- 
kindnefs and Charity never fail to attend the O- 
ther. For an Anfwer therefore to the Objeftion 
of the Text, We need go no farther than to the 
preceding and following Verfes of the Context. 
God himfelf harh been pleas'd to give a full Re- 
ply to the bold Expoftulation of Wicked Men j 
He hath diftinguifh'd between the feveral Sorts of 
Fails : He hath declar'd which He Hath, and 
which He hath Not chofen : which Men falfly 
call a Faft, and which will truly be an Acceptabh 
Day to the Lord ; which He will De^ife, and which 
He will Regard ; they are diff^reot in the Princi- 
ples 
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pies they flow from, in the Ends they are defign'd 
for, in the Manner of their Obftrvahce, and in 
theEffeds, which they have upon Mens Lives and 
Converfations, and therefore they ihall be diftin- 
guiih'd in their Succefs, and in the Regard which 
God fhall fliew to them : One has no Title to 
the Promifes made to the Other; fo that the Un- 
profitablenefs of the Former can be no prejudice 
againft the Ufe of the Latter. 

That therefore our Prefent Faft may be more 
prevalent with God for averting his Judgments, 
and imploring his Bleflings, than our Former 
Fafts have been; that the Sword, which hath 
been fo long Unfheath'd, may at laft be put in- 
to the Scabbard, and Peace, which hath for too 
many Years been baniih'd from the Chriftian 
World, may be fjjeedily re-eftablifh'd ; that through 
our Prayers and Supplications a Blelfmg may be 
deriv'd from Heaven on the Counlels of thoft, 
to whofe Integrity and Wifdom the Important 
Care of making a Juft and Honourable, a Se- 
cure and Lafting Peace is on our part commit- 
ted ; and that God may be entreated to pour 
fuch a Meafiire of h'n Urim and Thiimmm into the 
Breaft of his Holy One, as may enable Him to 
difcharge his Tnifl: withthk Civil Prudence and 
Chriftian Simplicity, which become One inveft- 
ed vyith the Chara8:er of an Embaffadour for his 
Saviour, as well as for his Prince ; that this Day's 
Solemn Humiliation may incline God, in whofe 
Hands are the Hearts of Princes, and who turneth 
them whitherfoever He will, to infpire them All 
with fuch a Regard to Juflice and Equity, fuch 
a Love to Peace and Concord, that the Jf'olf 
forgeting his Fiercenefs, may dwell quietly with the 
Lamb, the Spoiled may be delivered out of the 
Handof the Oppreffour, the Injur'd reftor'd to 
their juft Rights, and fecur'd from future Inva- 
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iion, fp that there may be no farther Hurt nor De- 
JlruBion in all God's Holy Moimtain ; that this our 
Peace-OfFering (I fay) may be an Odiour of a 
fweet Smelly a Sacrifice acceptable^ and well-pleafivg s, 
it highly concerns Us to be ftridtly careful, that 
it be free from All thole Spots and Blemifhes, 
with which our former Oblations have peradven- 
ture been fuUied. 

If then our paft Humiliations have been 
Feign'd and Hypocritical ; if We have fafted not 
upon Spiritual and Religious, but upon Worldly 
and Political Views ; if We have appear 'd in 
thele Sacred Afleroblies father to make our Court 
to our Prince, than to render our Devotions to 
God •, if our Deportment in his Immediate Pre- 
lence, even on tnefe Days of Solemn Penance and 
Humiliation, hath been Carelefs and Negligent, 
Wanton and Irreverent •, if our Vows of Repen- 
tance and Amendment have, when made, been 
Formal and Unfincere, or, as foon as they were 
made, have been prefenrly forgotten and Viola- 
ted •, if our Goodnels hath been as the Mornivg 
Cloudy and as the early Dew hath pajfed away ; fuch 
Fafts as thefe, are fo far from Atoning God's 
Wrath and drawing down his Blefling, that they 
want themfelves to be aton d for ; are proper to 
be Numbired, Gonfefs'd, and Bewail'd amongft 
our Other Sins; and ought to fill Us with Shame 
and Confufion, with Sorrow and Remorfe, in this 
Day of Weeping and Wailing, and making our 
Peace with God by Falling and Prayer. The In- 
cenfe, which We now Offer, muft be Pure and 
Unpolluted, if We defire that it fhould afcend to 
the Mercy-Seat, and Avail Us for the Obtaining 
fo Valuable a BlefTing, as that of Peace, from the 
God of Peace, the Giver of every good and perfeS 
Gift : And fince Wars are the juft Judgments of 
an avenging God for the Sins of Men, We muft 
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fincerely repent of our Sins, and amend our 
Lives, before We can have any firm ground 
whereon to build Rational Hopes of their Re- 
moval. 

There is indeed Greater or Lefs Probability 
of an Happy IfTue to a long and tedious War 
according to the Righteoufneis or Iniquity of 
the Cau^, for which it was commenc'd, and^he 
different Meafiires, with which it has been pro- 
fecuted. When Princes or States invade their 
Neighbours out of Avarice, and a boundleft de- 
fire of increajfing their own Wealth and Gran- 
deur i or out of an Infatiable Thirft after Power, 
and a falfe Notion of purchafing to themfelvea 
Honour and Glory by the Opprplfion of 0- 
thers ; when they are fb Ambitious of Fame, as 
to defire that their Names may bt tranfinitted 
to Pofterity, and fpoken of through all future 
Ages, not for the great Good, but for the great 
Mifchief they have done in their Oivn time ; 
when the Ravages and Defolations, which they 
caufe in the World, are fuch, as will be recorded 
in Hiftory,, juft as Famines and Peftilences, 
as Deluges and Conflagrations never fail to be, 
becaufe of the Deftruction and Devaftation 
which they bring upon Mankind; when they 
have no regard to Right or Wrong in the Making 
of War, or when in the Purfuit of it no Princi- 
ples of Religion, no Meafures of common Hu- 
manity are obferv'd ^ it may feem repugnant to 
the Attributes of God to crown fo Unrighteous a 
Caufe with an happy Event, and to give a deciiive 
Sentence in its Favour. But on the Other fide, 
wlien Good and Religious Princes are forc'd to 
take up Arms for their Own, their Subjedls, or 
their Confederates juft Rights •, when they enter 
into a War, not with an Ambitious Defign of Ex- 
tending their own Empire, but with a generous 

and 
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and laudable purpofe of reducing an Exorbitant 
Power within its proper Rounds ; when their on- 
ly Aim is to refcue the Injur'd from the Oppref- 
Ibr, and to do Right to them that fuffer Wrong ; 
W^en they wage War, not for its Own fake, bnc 
in Order to procure by it the Blelfings of a Joy- 
ful and Secure Tranquility-, when the Caufe, in 
which they are engag'd, is juft and Righteons, 
And the Methods whereby they promote it, are 
Fair and Honourable; when the Ends, which 
thsy propofe, are confefledly good, and they are 
vyilling and defirous to lay down their Arms, 
however Viftorious, as foon as thole Ends are 
at^ind ; when they ^are weary of Conquering, 
becaufe their Conquefts cannot be gain'd without 
the effulion of Chriftian Bloud ; when their Ears 
are alwayss open to the Oveitures of Peace, and 
they palTionately delire it, even when they do not 
Want it : A War thus begun, thus Carried on, 
and thus ready upon good Terms to be Superfe- 
ded, feems to have a promiling Title to a profpe- 
rous Illue from the Juftice and Goodnefs of God. 
But Neverthelefs fuch is the Malignity of Vice, 
fuch the Odioufnefs of Sin, in the Eyes of a Pure 
and Holy God, that the-Righteoufnefs of the beft 
Caufe May be over-balanc'd by the Iniquities of 
fhoft, who Efpoufe it : So that whilft We are In- 
corrigible and Impenitent, God may in Venge- 
ance continue to chaftife Us with the Judgment of 
War, aud expe£l that We fhould by Repentance 
make our Peace with Him, before He gives Us . 
Peace with thofethat are about Us. That therefore 
this our National Faft may efFeftually avert God's 
Wrath, it muft be attended with a National Re- 
formation ; and in This We ftiall certainly find 
Our Intereft, either by obtaining the BleflingsWe 
pray for, or Blellings greater than thofffWe ask. 
For to proceed to the ?i. and laft thing proposed, 
C 111. Though 
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III. Though God doth not grant the particular 
Requefts of fuch as Faft, He may Yet regard their 
Falls; fo that the denial of the Bleffings We im- 
plore, when We Faft, is no Argument for the 
Omilfion of Falling. 

We are apt to let too great a Value on Tem- 
poral Bleffings, to have too low and difproportio- 
nable an Efteem of Spiritual; Thofe, becaufethey 
ftrongly affetl our Senfes, We judge Solid and Sub- 
Ilantiali Thefe, becaufe thej efcape the reach of 
Senfe, We too often look upon to be Notional 
and Imaginary. And this Judgment of ours, 
though extremely wrong, isin fomeMeafuretobe 
Excus'd j for Senfe is our Guide from our Infan- 
cy, and in time comes to plead Prefcription for 
DireQing and Governing Us, We have been long 
accuftomed to judge of Good and Evil by This 
Standard, and it is not eafie to bring them to ano- 
ther and a furer Tell : Were We pure Spirits, We 
might have a juft ReliQi of Spiritual Good ; but 
whilft We are cloathed with thefe Bodies, We muft 
DOC hope to diveft our lelves of the Prejudices of 
Flelh and bloud. This looks like fomewhat of an 
Excufe for our Own wrong Sentiments concern- 
ing the Proportion which Temporal Bleffings bear 
to Spiritual, but can never juftifyUsfor attribu- 
ting the fame to GoJ : His Thoughts are not ai 
our Thoughts ; Good and Evil are not the fame 
in His View, as they are in Ours; and it were the 
Extremity of Folly to think, that becaufe the good 
tilings of This World feem to weigh down thofe 
of Another in our Miftaken Apprehenfions, they 
are of the fame Moment, when God weighs them 
in the Balance of the SanQuary. And Yet, when 
We complain that God regards not our Fafts, be- 
caufe He grants not thofe Temporal Bleffings for 
which We Fall, We muft fuppofe either that God 

judges 
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judges of them as We judge, and efteems every 
thing to be Good fdr Us, which We apprehend to 
be fo ; or, that though He Knows that to be In- 
convenient, which We falfly think Convenient for 
Us, Yet in compliance to onr Defires, He fhould 
grant it ; To fuppofe the Former is to qudtion 
theWifdom of God, to fufpeft the Latter is to 
impeach his Goodnefs. If Men, being Evil, know 
how to give good Gifts unto their Children, how ymich 
more Jhall our Father, which is in Heaven, give good 
things to thofe that ask Him ? Good not only to 
them which ask Good, but to fuch alfo, who out 
of Ignorance ask that wliich in the Confequences 
of it might prove Evil ; Good, different from 
what they wifh, but at the fame time much A- 
bove their Wifhes. 

We always Naturally delire the greateft 
Good, though We do not always know what 
that Good is : When therefore We ask a Lefs, 
and God vouchfafes a Greater, v/hen We pray for 
Temporal BlelTings, and receive from God Spiri- 
tual, our Prayers cannot properly be faid to be 
denied, fince though Our exprefs Requefts are 
not granted, the Implicit Defires of our Hearts 
are mlfilled. 

Failing is in its Nature proper, and its Ufe 
defign'd to weaken our Affeftions for things be- 
low, but when the Removal of a Temporal Judg- 
ment, or the Obtaining a Temporal Blelfing is the 
Sole Aim and Ultimate End of our Falling, this 
Encreafes and Strengthens thofe wrong Appetites, 
which our Fafts are defign'd to correft and fub- 
due. We ftiall be apt to think that there is no 
Evil beyond that which We fo earneftly Depre- 
crate, no Good above that which We pray for 
with the Utmoft beft of our Souls. Temporal 
Judgments are in Themfelves Terrible, but they 
are much more £o, as they are the EfFe£ls of God's 
C 2 Difpleafure 
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Difpleafure and Evident Signs of a Judgment 
to come : Temporal Bleffings are of themfelves 
defirable j but their Value is much enhans'd, as 
they are the fruits of God's Love, and Karneft of 
his future Mercies j Our Meafures therefore of 
Each- ought not to be taken barely from the Evil 
or Good they carry with them at prefent, but 
much rather from the Mifery or Happinefe, -of 
which they are the Signs and Fore-runners : And 
if our Falts fhould avail with God for the Pardon 
of our Sins, if they fhould be Sublervient to the 
removal of his Difpleafure, and to the entitling 
Us to his Mercy at the laft day, We fhould have 
no reafon to complain, though tiie particular 
Bleffings We pray for are not granted, though 
the Temporal Judgments which We Deprecate, 
are not remov a. 

Ifiany Temporal BlelTing whatfnevcr were pro- 
per to be pray'd for abfolutely and without re- 
ierve. Peace might feem to have the fairefl claim 
to this Privilege: for all Worldly Bleffings this is 
the moft Valuable and Eitenfive ; What Health is 
to the Body Natural, the fame is Peace to the Po- 
litical Body; It gives it Vigour and Strength, 
Eafe and Delight, and makes it capable of relilh- 
ing All Other Enjoyments. I fhould enter upon 
a Field too "Wide, and too much Beatend, if I 
fhould go about to difplay all the Advantages of 
Peace s they are too many to be Numbred, and 
too Well-known to want being defcrib'd. It may 
fuffice to obferve, that the Gofpel-Difpenfation 
is in Scripture reprefented to Us as a State of un- 
djfturb'd Quiet and Tranquility ; and that even 
the Regions of Blifs are there fet forth as the Ha- 
bitations of Peace. But how beneficial fbever 
Peace may appear to be, and how much foever it 
may dferve to betheObjeft of our moft paffionate 
Wiihes, Yet We fhould be wanting in the Necef- 
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fary Duty of Refignation to the Will of God, if 
We fhould pray even for Peace it felf perempto- 
rily, and without Reftriftion. Not what I mll^ 
tut what thou wilt, was the Prayer of Chrift, when 
He defir'd the bitter Cup might pais from Him i 
and the lame will be the Prayer of every goo4 
Chriftian, when H^ asks for me removal of any 
Temporal Judgement, or for the grant of any 
Temporal Mercy. 

The Wife-Man hath obferv'd, That to every g^,^} 
thing there is a Seafott^ and a Time to every Furpoje j^ ' 
vwder the Heauen : a Time of War^ and a Time of 
Peace : And it is not for the Sons of Men aflii- 
redly to know the Times or the Seafons, which ,i 
God hath put in his own Power. Be the Schemes 
of Peace never fo well form'd, be Eroipe£t of So- 
lid and Durable Advantages redounding therefrom 
never fo Promifing, be the Foundations of- it ne- 
ver fo deeply and firmly laid, Yet whether in 
the law Iffue it fhall prove a Blefliing to a Nation 
or not, it is the Prerogative of God alone to 
know ; and to his Good-Plealure therefore, whe- 
ther He will beffow it or not. We ought to leave 
the Determination. 

We may as well pretend to obtain the Good 
which We want without God's Affiftance, as to 
know what is good for Us without his Direflion j 
for as None but an Infinite Power can fupply Us 
with all that is Good, fo None but an Infinite i> 
Wifdom can always difcern what that Good is. - 
Of Prelient Good and Evil We are able to judge 
rightly Enough j We plainly feel whether at 
this Inftant We are Ealje or Uneafie, Happy 
or Miferable : But to judge right of a Blef- 
ling pray'd for, and yet at a Diuahce, We muft 
be able to know things Future, and to diftove? 
EfFeSts, whofe very Caufes are as Yet buried in 
Obfcurity •, We piuft know what Other things 

will 
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will Attend or Follow the Event We wilh ; what 
it will prove in its Laft Iflue and Confequence ; 
whether, though Singly and Apart it may be 
good for Us, Yet it may not, when it comes, be 
mixt with fucb Allays of Evil, or necellarily 
draw after it fuch a Train of Mifchief as may 
render it a Curfe inftead of a Blefling. But thefe 
things fall not within our Cognizance j what is 
to come is hidden from our Eyes ; and whilft 
"We want the Omnifcience of God We cannot be 
as God, Infallibly knowing Good and Evil. It 
will therefore be our Intereft as well as our Du- 
ty to reflgn all our Hopes and Wifhes to tlie wile 
dilpofal ot an All-feeing Providence \ and whilft 
We pray for thofe Temporal Hleflings, which We, 
according to tlie beft of our Judgment apprehend 
to be Expedient for Us j We fliould be prepared 
not only vvith Patience to Bear, but to receive 
with Thankfulnefs a Repwlfe, if God Ihould fee 
them to be Inexpedient. 

There is no Loyal SubjeQ, no True Patriot, 
no Good Chriftian fo paflionately fond of Peace, 
but that if He had any reafon to fufpedt, that 
it would endanger his Prince, his Country, or 
his Religion, He would dread it as an Evil more 
intolerable than even that of a Lingring and Conr 
fuming War- When therefore We pray jor the. 
Peace of Jerufalejn, it is becaufe We Love it, and 
becaufe l^e feek its good; and if Peace be not 
granted, becaufe God feeth it is not Good for Us, 
We have, though not what We immediately pray 
for, Yet what We Ultimately feek. 

Beautiful, upon our Coafts, would be the Feet 
of Him that fhould bring glad Tidings , that 
Ihould publifh the joyful Tidings of an Happy 
Peace ; and thefei Tidings would be ftill the more 
welcome, if at the fame time We Ihould hear, 
what, through the Intervention of the Protelbint 

Powers, 
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Powers, We may hope to hear, that Liberty was 
proclaim i to the Captives^ the Openivg of the Prijbft 
to them that are bound for Conlcience-iake ; that 
our Reformed Brethren who fufFer for the Caufe 
of Chrift, and who like Chrift their Lord, luf- 
fer among the Vileft Malefadors, were releas'd 
from their Chains. Were an Univerfal Peace 
once re-eftablifh'd. We might then hope to fee 
our Breaches repair'd^ our Commerce reftor'd, 
our Strength recruited, andthofe Houfes of God* 
which the Piety of the Nation hath decreed (hall 
be built to his Name, rile with greater Difpatch 
and Security, when We had Rejt on every Jide, 
fo that there was neither Jdverfary, nor Evil Oc- 
cmrent. 

i5ut whether We are ripe for thefe Mercies, or 
not ; whether the Temporal Bleflings We this 
Day pray for be Vouchlafed Us, or not, it is in 
our power to make this Faft profitable to Us by 
a Sincere Repentance, by an immediate Conver- 
lion to God, and a conftant perfeverance in the 
Paths of Holinefs. For the Work of Righteoufnefs 
Jf}aU be Peace, ( if not with our Enemies, Yet, 
which is of infinitely greater concern to Us, with 
our God) and the EffeB of Righteoufvefs, ^ietnefi 
and Affttrance for ever. 



Finis. 
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